City Studio Innovation Economy

City Studio Innovation Economy
B Gill, Economics 12
Driving Question: How might we Grow Abbotsford’s Innovation
Economy to transform Abbotsford into a nationally recognized centre
for innovation as the City grows to 200,000 residents?
Students explored topics around
transportation and higher education.

innovation

in

agriculture,

Teacher Reflection
Allowing students to tackle an economic problem that the City of
Abbotsford is currently working on was a meaningful experience to
foster deep learning. Students were tasked with exploring
Abbotsford’s “Plan for 200k” and focusing on one of the core areas of
the plan to answer the driving question. We had solutions ranging
from transportation infrastructure to creating a Biodiversity Dome all
with the intention of supporting the City’s innovation economy.
Student Reflection
The City Studio project was something that I found very new and
innovative. It helped us students get more involved in the community
and gave us the opportunity to make a change in the society we live
in. While looking at the “Plan for 200k”, we got an insight on what the
city is planning to do to make Abbotsford a better place and to help
the growing population. Our group decide to focus on the University
aspect as many of us are planning on going to post-secondary in the
next few months. We looked at what programs the University of the
Fraser Valley has and what they should incorporate. This project was
unlike any I have done before and it was definitely one of the best
learning experiences I have had. I am glad to have had the
opportunity to be a part of City Studio 2018.

What is Perfect?

What is Perfect?
Mr. Fowler, English 9
Big Idea: Questioning what we hear, read, and view contributes
to our ability to be educated and engaged citizens.
The student takes an advertisement from any form of media and
replaces the able bodied subject of the ad with a person living with a
disability. The student is asked to do this in a way that the advertised
product is not changed.
Teacher Reflection
What I like about this Rick Hansen Foundation designed project is
the students are asked to consider a question - why are people with
disabilities underrepresented in media? - that they have probably not
really thought about too much before. During the one or two days
that we work on this, the students think of little else, and so they are
exposed to an aspect of compassion and empathy that will serve
them and our society well.
Student Reflection
What I really liked about this project is we got to show others that
there are far more similarities between able bodied and disabled
people than there are differences. We were able to show that people
with disabilities should get chances to show their talent and what
they’re good at too. We should not just judge people by how they
look because looks do not show talents or desires. It was a fun
experience to make an advertisement based on a person with a
disability.
Jasleen Brar - Oct/2018

Community Connections

Community Connections
Ms. J. Sun, Resource Room
The idea was to find ways to give back to our community while
learning functional skills. The resource room students partake in
various activities and visit different venues in our community on a
weekly basis. We are learning to be responsible citizens.
Teacher Reflection
The Resource Room has two community partners we work with.
We signed the school up with the Crayola ColorCycle Program. To
date, we have saved 717 dried felt markers from going into the trash.
Students are practicing their functional math skills. Students also
work on their skills in team work, collaborating and communication.
The students also volunteer with the Abbotsford Food Bank at least
once a month. We help sort and pack items for various programs the
Food Bank supports. The students are gaining various skills they can
transfer to future employment.
Student Reflection
The resource room students are always excited to see how many felt
markers they have collected. With support, they practice making
groups of 10s, counting by 10s, working on the more/less concept,
as well as addition and subtraction.
When volunteering at the food bank, the students have a lot of fun
and are always laughing. One student got emotional when she
learned how many people she will be helping with the little bit of work
she did. They can not wait until the next opportunity!

Crystallography
Ed Klassen, Chemistry 11, Rick Hansen School
Big Idea: From the BC curriculum; “ Atoms and molecules are the
building blocks of matter.”
Teacher Reflection
I was pleased to see that some students were eager to extend the
original project through implementing their own hypotheses involving
fluorescent crystallography. Growing crystals is not a perfect science
and as such there were opportunities with this project to discuss with
students the true nature of science, namely the idea that although a
science experiment may not achieve a desired outcome learning still
happens.
Student Reflection:
The crystal project is one of my favorite projects for a multitude of
reasons. My first reason is that it allowed me to see a crystal form.
Usually crystals only really form under the surface of the Earth. This
made me feel as if I was doing something incredible. Second, this
was the first time I did anything like this. What I mean by this is that,
whenever I did an experiment after the lab it was done and nothing
came out of it. In this project I could look and see the progress as
time went on, which made me feel excited every time I came into the
classroom. Last, the end result was great. I felt I achieved something
after I looked at my crystal. The whole experience was amazing.

Create & Colour

Create & Colour
Sandy Gill, Foundations of Math 12
Driving Question: How can you utilize your understanding of conic
sections to create an image for a colouring book for elementary school
students?
The big idea behind this project was that through explorations of spatial
relationships, we can develop a geometrical appreciate of the world around
us. The math students created an image using their understanding of conic
sections and restrictions. In addition, the students explored other equations
through this assignment that enhanced their images.
Teacher
Reflection
The students were given the criteria that their image must be appropriate
for an elementary student and they need to incorporate the four conic
sections (circle, hyperbola, ellipse, and parabola) in a meaningful way. The
students surpassed my expectations by creating creative images and many
of them used additional equations that they discovered on their own. The
students were so engaged through this whole process. We delivered the
colouring books to the elementary school and spent the afternoon with them
as we engaged in more math problems and explained the process of how
the colouring books were created
Student Reflection
I really enjoyed how we were able to incorporate conic sections into real-life
shapes. I particularly enjoyed when I was creating a general sketch and
moving it to a grid. Since we don’t really think a lot about what we look at,
we take a lot of our sight and surroundings for granted. I think this really
helped all of us to better appreciate math and learning.
- Andrea Duarte
What I enjoyed about this project was that fact that my problem-solving
skills came to use and that it was something new and fun which allowed
everyone to work efficiently. It was way better than repetition things like
continuous worksheet questions.
- Gurkaran Mangat

Haunted Attraction

Haunted Attraction
Ms. Joanne Weatherby; Psychology 11

Driving Question: How does the Environment affect Human
Behavior?
The students in Psychology 11 chose the environment of Halloween
and how it can have an impact on the human behavior of being
Scared. Maan Farms was contacted, and the students were given
the task of developing a new haunted attraction for their haunted
corn maze. Research, data collection in the form of surveys and a
field trip to the haunted corn maze as well as data analysis was used
to explain their reasoning behind their creation. We then invited Amir
from Maan Farms to be involved in the presentations to give
constructive feedback and express his appreciation for their
innovations.
Teacher Reflection
This project strives to make learning relevant to students while
fostering connections to the local community. The idea of creating a
haunted attraction was student driven and worked well since it was
October and Maan Farms was eager to work with students and
understands the value of student involvement and creativity.
– Ms. Joanne Weatherby
Student Reflection
We are coming up with solutions for real problems in our community
and Amir really liked our ideas and said to come back to see what he
implemented from those ideas next year.
– Navneet Basra

The Things you Carry

The Things you Carry
Kayla Muller, English 12
Driving Question: What are the things that we carry (literally and
figuratively)? How can we help future Hansen students feel successful in
high school?
Description
This project consisted of three interwoven pieces: a collage of the physical
and metaphorical objects each student carries with them daily, an
infographic of the intangible things they carry, along with a self-reflection,
and a letter to a future Hansen student advising them on what to carry at
RHSS. An excerpt from The Things they Carried, by Tim O’Brien, was used
as a mentor text.
Teacher Reflection
Often engaging with students solely on their academic performance does
not allow for complete learning. This project was centered on the idea that
students will carry many different things with them throughout their life, and
that a better understanding of self leads to a more balanced lifestyle. As the
teacher, I learned so much about each student and was able to understand
the stress and pressure they felt approaching graduation. The students
were engaged with each step, although some students found it challenging
to complete the self-reflection, fearing that it was too emotional.
- Kayla Muller, Teacher.
Student Reflection
“The things you carry" project allowed for students to reflect on the things in
life which weigh them down and lift them up, both mentally and physically.
As a student, this project was useful in terms of discovering what my
insecurities are. Teens often don’t focus on their shortcomings and as a
result, do not work towards self-improvement. The letters written to future
students will benefit them by giving them a glimpse of what to expect from
the presumed to be new world. Considering that high school is quite
different from middle school, tips on how to make the most out of your high
school experience, from a senior student, will be very helpful. This project
was a creative take on English 12, which was both engaging and
informative for students.”

Character Dessert

Character Dessert
K. Muller and A. Wighton English 12 and Food Studies 11/12
Driving Question: What makes a character?
Description
English: Design a dessert based on one of the characters from Hamlet by
William Shakespeare. You will then be placed in groups and matched up with
a group of Foods students, who will create the dessert to your specifications.
Only one of the desserts from your group will be selected to be created, so
make
sure
your
dessert
stands
out!
Food Studies: Students chose a dessert design presented by the English
students that was possible to create based on our constraints. They made a
step-by-step plan (recipe design), prototyped their dessert, and made a final
product to share with the English students.
Teacher Reflection
I found the idea for this project through Teachers pay Teachers, but I wanted
to make it more hands on, so I reached out to the Food Studies class. This
was such a fun way to get the students collaborating and a tasty way to make
connections to Shakespeare!
- Kayla Muller, Teacher.
This was a unique opportunity for the Food Studies students to apply their
skills and knowledge by creating a plan based on someone else’s concept of
the final product. Students enjoyed this project and had an experience to work
in a “hired” capacity to model a real-life employment scenario with baking.
- Ashleigh Wighton, Teacher.
Student Reflection
The character dessert project was super unique in the way that it combined
two very different classes. We're used to combining strictly academic classes,
but it was super interesting to pair English and Foods class. This project
required lots of creative thinking and teamwork, which made the project very
enjoyable. As someone in School of Science, I'm so used to working with the
same group of people from our class. However, we had to work with people
we didn't necessarily know for this project, which I believe helped us all
improve our communication and teamwork skills. The project was out of my
comfort zone, but I thoroughly enjoyed the chance to do something fun and
different than anything I've done before.
- Jasmin Lidder, Grade 12.

Political Party Project

Political Party Project
Michael Schmidt & Dennis Neufeld, Social Studies & English 10
Driving Question: “How can we make Canada and its government
better?”
Students were asked to create their own federal political party. They
produced a video campaign advertisement and campaign poster,
showcasing their party platform and appealing to voters. On election
day, candidates from each party delivered speeches, students lined
up to cast ballots, and finally teachers tabulated the results and
announced a winner.
Teacher Reflection
It was rewarding to see our learners’ exploration of content through
the inquiry process. They jumped in headfirst, picking up the required
skills as needs presented themselves. Although many expressed
little interest in the content at the outset, student engagement for this
project was high and we were proud to see the results of their hard
work. By working collaboratively and by delegating tasks, every
learner had opportunities to showcase their learning and to play an
important role in the group. We, the teachers, mostly just provided
some guidance along the way.
Student Reflection
“I liked how this was a huge step out of my comfort zone. I stepped
into this project having no knowledge of Canadian politics. I have
never done a debate before and it was a challenge to speak in front
of so many people. This was a very interesting project and I feel I
have learned a lot.”
“I liked many aspects of the project. It gets you to learn about the
politics of Canada more deeply and gets you to actually experience
it. This project also makes you feel the experience of being a leader
and furthers your understanding of government and politics.”

Survey Statistics

Survey Statistics
A Gordon, Foundation of Mathematics 11
Driving Question: How can survey results be used to make
decisions?
Objective:
Students should be able to make a survey, analyze the data,
and present it from a professional point of view.
Teacher Reflection
Giving students the goal to be able to “sell” their findings gave them
incentive to find questions that were relevant to areas/industries of
personal interest. Many chose to target markets that they either
knew well or were curious about. Overall, the thing that made this
project most effective was giving them daily goals, and very clear
and specific examples.

Student Reflection
Sample size: 116 people answered our survey, but we only used 106
responses because of the outliers.
What would we change to have better results? We would like to have
more answers from people with different ages because 87% of our
results were from people with ages between 15-20. Having a larger
sample size would give us better results.
Outliers: We had 7 responses from people too young and 3 people
that don’t like to travel, so we didn’t use the information form them.

How Does Our Landscape Change?

How Does Our Landscape Change?
Ms. Harasemow, Photography 10-12
The interactions that we have with our environment is quite vast in the sense of how
we change it or how our perception changes over time. The big idea of this project is
to capture the moments in landscape photography and reflect on how the area itself
has changed or our connection with it has changed. Therefore, creating a portfolio of
photos that captures this interaction.
Teacher
Reflection
From the beginning, the students were tasked to find an area that they connect with;
whether it be their home, school, park etc. They needed to think about how that area
has created a memory for them and they needed to capture photos that showed the
change of the area. Change in both the area itself, or how they think about it. When
introducing this topic to the students, I was amazed at how distant their connection
with their environment truly is. However, when they were able to find areas and
landscapes they have memories of or have a feeling of home, they were able to
capture beautiful photos and reflect deeply about their surroundings. This project
opened my eyes to think about how our students interact with the area around them,
whether it’s school, home, or our natural environment; and I believe this gave them a
chance to show how connected they truly are.
Student Reflection
For my photos I chose to take photos in places that my family and I go hunting. My
family and I have been hunting for years, and some of the spots that we go to are
absolutely beautiful, and during the changes of seasons, the landscape just becomes
beautiful. In 100 Mile, it snows early in the year, so at this time October when we went
up there, they had, had an early snowfall a week before we got up there so there was
still snow on the ground, just not as much as there normally is. The time that I took
these pictures, was at a perfect time for most of them, at the time I took pictures of the
trees, and the mountains, the sky was perfectly blue, with no clouds, and the sun
seemed to always be in the right spot. I also feel like I got a good amount of shadows
in the pictures I got. Now, the way that my photos have changed, is the way that the
trees in most of my photos, are burned. Now the reason that this happened is because
of the forest fires that happened over the summer. I felt like this was emotional,
because growing up, all I saw was amazing full trees, and in fall the trees with all the
leaves falling off, but now all you see is burnt trees. Now for the photo that has the two
shacks, when I first started hunting about 4 years ago, the shacks were in good
condition with no burn marks, or old wood. But now because of the fires, they have
been ruined, but they are still standing. Another thing that have made my photos
change over the years is the snow that is on the ground. All in all, I really enjoyed
doing this project because of the way I got to see the changes of the years, and I
enjoyed editing the photos to add more light onto it.
- Taylor Land, Grade 12

Guns, Germs and Steel in British Columbia

Guns, Germs and Steel in British Columbia
Mr. G. Neufeld, SS11 Explorations
Big Idea: Why did thriving and powerful First Nations civilizations in
British Columbia collapse so quickly after making contact in the
1700’s with European traders? Does this history reflect the ideas of
Jared Diamond in his book, “Guns, Germs, and Steel?”
Teacher Reflection
At first I was not sure if the class was ready to handle some of the
complex ideas of Jared Diamond on the reasons for the rapid spread
of European colonization after Columbus. However, I was surprised
at how easily as a class we could summarize the ideas he presents.
The task was then to look at BC history in the late 1700’s and the
1800’s and look for parallels. This really challenged their abilities to
identify significant events in BC history, see cause and consequence,
and use evidence to make interpretations relating to the project.
Overall it was much more effective to look at history this way (with a
purpose) than to have them merely memorize facts that I told them
to learn.
Student Reflection
This project was hard but still good because the videos on Guns,
Germs and Steel were interesting. I had never heard of these ideas
before, or thought about them. I had to read a lot of BC history to do
this project but I could read online instead of a textbook which was
much more interesting. I would like to read more about this type of
history.

EARTHQUAKE RESISTANT GINGERBREAD HOUSES
Ms. Joanne Weatherby, Mrs. Ashleigh Wighton, Mr. Dafe Atawo;
Earth Science 11 & Food Studies 10
Driving Question: How do you make a gingerbread house
earthquake resistant?
For this inquiry project, students had to design, bake, and construct
an earthquake resistant gingerbread house. Their house had to be
multi-level and resist the “Shake-Out” which simulated an
earthquake. Science students explored earthquake resistant
structures in the real world to design the gingerbread house, while
the Food Studies students explored densities and various edible
adhesives.
Teacher Reflection
Through the inquiry of baking for structural design, Food Studies
students acquired an understanding of the role ingredients play in a
recipe. This was a successful project which increased student
engagement and interest in an otherwise unexciting aspect of baking
theory.
- Mrs. Wighton
Earth Science students were able to apply their knowledge of
earthquake characteristics and test their hypotheses of structural
integrity of buildings in new innovative ways. This cross-curricular
collaboration
brought
added
value
to
the
project.
- Ms. Weatherby
Student Reflection
This project was a great way to practice our communication skills.
We learned to work with smaller groups and come up with the most
ethical decision together. We also used inexpensive materials to
solve a problem that could be helpful in many areas of the world.
- Rowan Pitters

Maker Faire

Maker Faire
Rémi Wauthy, Makerspace 9
Driving Question: How can we develop skills to be a lifelong
learner?
For the Maker Faire project, students are given the freedom to follow
a design interest of their choice and to make something using the
design process. Students develop weekly plans and create learning
goals that pertain to their personalized project.
The focus for this project is two-fold: 1) That students can identify
their skill level with respect to a design interest and develop a
specific plan to refine their skills; 2) To demonstrate the iterative
design process.
Teacher Reflection
This project was a success as many students demonstrated their
ability to take on a personalized project and to use the design
process by the excellent display-worthy projects that they made. This
project was a favourite among students as they appreciated the
freedom it gave them. A challenge that many students faced was
considering more than their first idea and taking on too much for the
time given. Several students displayed their work at the Celebration
of Learning night. A way to build upon this project would be to have a
“Maker Faire” display event where all students got a chance to
display their project.
Student Reflection
I really enjoyed the Maker Faire project as it gave me the choice and
control on what direction to take the project. I learnt how to apply the
design process and learnt that it’s okay if my first prototype doesn’t
come out perfect. By reflecting on my work, I was able to improve my
design over and over again. It was great to have a final physical
prototype of my design at the end of the project.
-Berenice Jean-Louis

Learning to Learn

Learning to Learn
Alvin Klippenstein, LSS
Driving Question: How can I reflect upon my learning process, and
better determine how I learn best?
Track and graph personal data that relates to educational success as
measured in course assessments, then using that information to
write educational goals and learning strategies.
Teacher Reflection
This project is currently being developed.
●

●

Provide students who struggle to learn with charting materials
to track an array of their own personal data (attendance,
hours of sleep, time spent in video-game playing, health,
mood or anxiety, assignment completion, course
assessments from CheckmyProgress).
Individual students choose two or three they expect will be
most useful

Steps:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Hypothesize about the most significant impacts on personal
educational success
Track data for 1 month.
Represent data in a graph
Use regression analysis (Excel) and/or visual two-line graphs
to observe correlations
Draw preliminary observations – revise hypothesis
Write a(n) IEP goal and learning strategies
Present findings to an audience (fellow students, parent,
administrator, teachers)

Student Reflection (Will be compiled during the project.)
Key resource categories: Visible Learning; Metacognitive Learning
Strategies

Human Performance

Human Performance
Mr. Pickering, Physical Education 11/12
Big Idea: The students were to research new training techniques,
then choose a sport in which to apply it to improve performance.
Teacher Reflection
I felt the students learned something new about the human body and
how it responds to training when you have a specific purpose. I
believe learning some basic anatomy allowed them to better
visualize the effect of the training. In the future I would like to see
more consistent connections between the training techniques they
researched and what they produced as a final training plan.
Student Reflection
I have learned a lot about the human body and how it responds to
training. It is very important to stay in shape because it can help you
feel more energized and positive. If you have a high intensity
workout then your body will react to it by being sore the next day. It is
always good to have a change in exercise everyday and not to
workout the same muscles too hard over and over again everyday
because that will injure you and wouldn’t help you gain any muscle
but instead lose it. The body is made of strong bones and muscles
that allow you to do everything you do. A way to monitor your
progress is to see how you perform in game. If your a defender see
how many goals you let in and how many attempts you stop. If your
a striker see how many more goals and assists you get. Try to work
harder and push yourself further each time and it will show if you
have improved or not. You could take pictures of yourself after 2
weeks to see the improvement you have gotten.

Nano Tech Integrated Project

Nano Tech Integrated Project
Ruth Hirowatari, Math 11
Learning Outcomes: Analyze Geometric Sequences and Series to
solve problems.
Resources Required:
●
Data from bacteria grown in petri dish with and without silver
nanoparticles.
●
Why we use Zombies to model mathematical problems:
https://www.popsci.com/scientific-research-zombie-epidemic-ap
ocalypse
Driving Question: How can Zombie Math help us fight disease in the
nanotech revolution?
Assessments:
●
Zombie Modelling Assignment
●
Sequence and Series Test
●
Multimedia Presentation must include Numerical Data, Line of
Best Fit, Graph, Projection and Error Analysis, Explanation and
Application.
Teacher Reflection
It was challenging to work with the Chemistry Department to generate
data that we could use in the classroom. For example, they didn’t
understand what I needed and I didn’t understand the restrictions they
worked with.
We should have spent more time designing the
experiment before we started.
The students were engaged throughout the process and made
connections between math and chemistry.
Student Reflection
Through this project I got a better understanding of the scientific
method. The Zombie part helped me understand that scientists design
experiments where only 1 thing changes so that they can see the effect
of that one change. Also, I learned that mathematical equations get
transformed to model real life.

Deforestation in Our Local Community

Deforestation in Our Local Community
Jessica Thiessen, Biology 11
Driving question: “How does deforestation affect the ecology of an
ecosystem?” They did this by learning about local deforestation
issues and designing their own experiments to compare the health of
the ecology in two local ecosystems—one forested and one
deforested. Students worked in groups to carry out their research
and present their findings in a scientific report.
Teacher
Reflection
This project was a great success with students because of the
hands-on opportunities it provided. Students went out into the field
daily to design their projects and then to carry out their experiments.
Students performed their research on school grounds and at a local
park which helped them to get connected with their local community.
They worked in partners, which helped them to build teamwork and
collaboration skills. Students finished this project with a strong
understanding of the scientific process. Many of them faced
obstacles while experimenting but were able to learn a lot through
trial and error.
- Jessica Thiessen
Student Reflection
“This project was one of the best hands on projects that I have done.
Having the opportunity to pick your own experiment and do it
yourself allowed my partner and I to learn many things. We learned
that many plants grow in special soil and many plants can come
back to life. We learned that there is a way to actually read a
measurement of soil! Weather and time were our biggest rivals; we
worked hard to overcome them and made sure our project was a
success. Projects like these allow students to learn more than just
what's written in the textbook, it allows them to make mistakes,
overcome errors and learn from them, just like we did.”
- Ashika Sharda, Grade 12 Student

Children’s Book

Children’s Book
Tanis Grozell, French 9
Big Idea: The students were to research new training techniques,
then choose a sport in which to apply it to improve performance.
Teacher Reflection
I felt the students learned something new about the human body and
how it responds to training when you have a specific purpose. I
believe learning some basic anatomy allowed them to better
visualize the effect of the training. In the future I would like to see
more consistent connections between the training techniques they
researched and what they produced as a final training plan.
Student Reflection
I have learned a lot about the human body and how it responds to
training. It is very important to stay in shape because it can help you
feel more energized and positive. If you have a high intensity
workout then your body will react to it by being sore the next day. It is
always good to have a change in exercise everyday and not to
workout the same muscles too hard over and over again everyday
because that will injure you and wouldn’t help you gain any muscle
but instead lose it. The body is made of strong bones and muscles
that allow you to do everything you do. A way to monitor your
progress is to see how you perform in game. If your a defender see
how many goals you let in and how many attempts you stop. If your
a striker see how many more goals and assists you get. Try to work
harder and push yourself further each time and it will show if you
have improved or not. You could take pictures of yourself after 2
weeks to see the improvement you have gotten.

Corrosion

Corrosion
Ed Klassen, Chemistry 12
Big Idea: Your team will be conducting scientific research on the
corrosion of metals. The aim of the project will be to clearly support
or refute the statement: New car undercoating or rust-proofing is a
wise investment when purchasing a vehicle? Your team will present
your findings by means of an infomercial using a form of digital
media such as iMovie.
Teacher Reflection
Students had the opportunity to learn how to use the scientific
method to investigate a real world problem. Some students were
engaged to the extent that they contacted several corporations and
had samples of rust prevention products sent to be tested. This
group’s enthusiasm to work extensively outside of class time on the
project was commendable. Most students experienced a steep
learning curve using digital technology to demonstrate their project.
At times it seemed like the science was in the background and the
technology was in the forefront. For the next project students will be
encouraged to take better close up photos, add better audio tracks
and employ programs that do a better job of graphing data. The
display of learning may be in the form of a digital poster that shows
their project rather than an infomercial.
- Ed Klassen
Student Reflection
This project was really helpful because it gave us a real world
example to work with so we can understand it better. The project
also revolved around oxidation and reduction with was one of the
harder concepts. Overall, I enjoyed doing this project as it helped me
understand the science behind rust.
- Aslan Qureshi

SWAMP WATER

SWAMP WATER
Dennis Neufeld, English 11
Big Idea: was interested in creating a project that would have
a long-lasting impact on our school in some capacity.
Specifically, I wanted my class to create something that would
benefit our resource room students and staff. It came to my
attention that many of the students had a favorite book
available in their shared library.
Teacher Reflection
Students learned that there is lots of planning and organization
that goes into creating a short radio play. The project helped
establish a standard of excellence since many of the groups
did such outstanding work. Students also learned that you get
out of a project what you put into it.
From a teacher’s
perspective, it seemed that the students enjoyed transforming
these books into radio-plays. Particularly, students enjoyed
curating materials for the creation of sound effects and music.
It was inspiring to watch them bring everything together for the
final recording.
Student Reflection
This was an amazing, authentic and unique experience. Radio
is still relevant but rarely do you get a chance to create one.
But even more, this project was shared with an authentic
audience with students at another school and publicly online.

