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Student Late Arrival Cell Phone Policy
The Abbotsford School District emphasizes the importance of fostering a positive climate in which structure, support and encouragement assist students in developing a sense of self-discipline and responsibility. Respect for oneself, others, and property is essential to the development of responsible citizens and therefore, punctual and consistent attendance is expected. *

At Rick Hansen Secondary, staff have observed a significant and concerning rise in late arrivals among our students. Research shows that regular school attendance leads to academic success, social development, and future success. Conversely, tardiness and absenteeism lead to gaps in learning, lower grades, and a diminished sense of responsibility.  Therefore, as one of many strategies to support punctual attendance, the staff at RHSS are adopting the following policy:  

STUDENTS WHO ARRIVE LATE TO CAMPUS/CLASS WITHOUT REASONABLE EXPLANATION** WILL BE ASKED TO SUBMIT THEIR CELL PHONES TO ADMINISTRATION FOR THE DURATION OF THE SCHOOL DAY.

Currently, all students are expected to submit their phones to their classroom teacher during instructional blocks but typically have possession of their devices between classes and at lunch hour.  This policy impacts access to devices at any time during the school day.

· Students who arrive after the second warning bell for any class (see attached bell schedule) are considered late**
· NEW: ALL students who arrive late (at any time during the day) must go directly to the main office for check in and to receive a late slip that must be then submitted to classroom teachers 
· Late students will submit their cell phones to the office to be secured for the full day (including lunch)
· Students will be permitted to collect their devices at the end of the day or when the student leaves campus for the day
· **Parents/Guardians are encouraged to indicate late arrivals on the Safe Arrival app if it is legitimate (appointment, commitment, etc.)

We understand there are circumstances where students need access to their phones for important reasons, and it is important to note that our goal is not to create hardship, but to address the growing issue of students arriving late in the morning. 

Please reach out to administration for any questions or concerns.  We appreciate your support.


RHSS Administration and Staff
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